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The data covered in this
MetroStats highlight key findings
from the last five years of ACS
data collection—2005 through
2009. Whereas previous
releases covered only 42 cities
in the seven-county metro-
politan area, the five-year
dataset allows examination of all
cities and townships.

The ACS allows for annual
updates of local population and
housing characteristics. As a
continuous survey, the ACS
utilizes smaller samples than
the decennial census.
Population distributions are
estimated from the survey
responses of 93,000 Twin Cities
metro area households. The
Census Bureau publishes
margins of error for the ACS
data. Readers should consider
these error measures when
analyzing ACS findings.

December 2010

About the American Community Survey

For more information, contact:

On demographics:

Todd Graham
todd.graham@metc.state.mn.us
651-602-1322

On housing, income and
poverty:

Baris Gumus-Dawes
baris.dawes@metc.state.mn.us
651-602-1331

Publication No. 74-10-062

The American Community Survey (ACS) is a nationwide survey of
the characteristics of local population and housing. It is the
successor to the decennial Census long-form questionnaire. The
ACS is a continuous survey of addresses nationwide. The Census
Bureau surveys about 3 million addresses each year with about 2
million households responding. Over a five-year period, ACS
attempts to survey one in eight households.

Geographic estimates in the ACS five-year data are based on data
collected from January 2005 to December 2009. The ACS 2005-
2009 data cover all cities and townships in metro area and the
nation. In contrast, previous ACS releases covered only the 42
largest cities in the Twin Cities metro area.

ACS one-year statistics are available for geographic units with
65,000 or more people; three-year data are available for
geographic units with 20,000 or more people. The value of the five-
year ACS data lies in geographic detail and complete coverage.
Estimates based on five years of survey data also allow reasonable
margins of error.
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Median Household Income
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey five-year data (2005-2009). The median household
income is the level of household income at which half of households earn more and half earn less. The median
household income is based on all households, including families, individuals living alone, and other household
types. The median household income in the Minneapolis-St. Paul metro statistical area is $65,1009.
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Share of population living in poverty

St. Francis %e_#‘e'
E Less than 5% Linwood Twp.
East Bethel
I:] 5% to 99% Nowthen Oak Grove
L 10%t0 14.9%
—=
(
B 15% t0 19.9% Columbus Y
Ramsey Andover Ham Lake Forest Lake Scandia /
o
A \
- 20% or more &7 \= :
e R )
s & rin
. Rogers.|  Dayton ‘\\\Coon Rapids Blaine Lino Lakes \
1
Hanoyéﬂ Hassan Twp!] hamplin Yy Hugo May Twp. ),
~ ~. o Centj le; ?
1/4 N i A
’f \ Lexingt " \
4 e e oy L
JGreenfield Corcoran 4 Maple Grove B?ooklyn Parkl \ @( /)
4 .—RF! i Twpg:
Rocmkfi)yt:i: | Fridley d o Grant 4
!
oretto
’ L ine
Independence Medina Plymouth 6Rb St Litle Oms iflgs ak Park H:
MdEIeIIain Medigine i il
| Golden Maplewoods' Pa( - ake Elmo
bakdal
3 Vel est Lakeland'
@/n 3 J Twp. Lal e\snd
%, Minnetrista i A and : dfall L_a}tﬁand
i g i Sk Shorps
Hollywood Twp. | Watert Twp. a each pen d
o P SN St. Crf ixﬁeach
St. Bénifacius Woodbury AftonSt ; s Point
ngw SEtmany yr I o y:/Iendota l\)ﬁlvp-'\l?t \‘
Waconia Victoria® Chanhassen ! il Snelling” ™~ ghs b ',
Camden Twp. | TWP- i Laketown I Eden Prairie \
Twp. | BI ingt — Inver E’t Payl ]
i loomington A Grove f'ar A Denmark l/
| P /' Eagan Heights g Twp.
P B ,— G loud !
7 \"‘\ Y }éy )
ol < _ Shakopee & /
‘oung America Twp. Benton Twp. Dahigren Twp. ~ Savage | Bumsville \ ,’
( . i Apple Valley Rosemount Nininger Twp? \—"‘-‘ N
HarfBurg L'LOU'S"'"e Twp. Prior Lake i —~ Hastings \s\
3 Li Coates N
A Hancock Twp. Tan Francisco Tupq ¢ . i Ravennai
5 7 Sand Creek Spring Lake | Credit Rivel ] Twe-
N e _i (_,/ J Twp. Twp. Twp. || Lakeville Empire Twp. Ve@ion Marshan Twp. !
a i i
lem -’S‘ Lav\clrenc ! armingtol Vermillion Twp. i
P. |___|I e 1
i H@O” NewfI Trier Mi
Belle Plaine Twp. Helena Twp. | Cedar Lake Twp. Ne\qliMarket Twp.i Eureka Twp. |Castle Rock Twp.| Hampton Twp. |Douglas Twp.
1
A, ﬁ@et |
f

New P " ] andolph Twj
0 5 10 W PTRGUE 20 Miles i ,l;;‘f,,pu\" ’j
L 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ] I Greenvale Twp. Vaterford Sciota (37 ~
! Twp. | Twp. |
1
! [y |
Northfield

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey five-year data (2005-2009). The percentage of
people in poverty is calculated by dividing the population below the federal poverty threshold by the total number
of people whose poverty status is determined. The federal poverty thresholds for different family types and sizes
are available at http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/index.html.
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People of color as a share of the population
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey five-year data (2005-2009). The people of color
measure represents people who identified themselves as non-white or Hispanic or multi-racial.
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Share of the population age 65 and over
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey five-year data (2005-2009).
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Share of people who speak English less than very well
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey five-year data (2005-2009). The share of people who
speak English less than well is calculated from Census Bureau Table B16001 Language Spoken At Home by
Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and Over, using the count of the population age 5 years and

older as the denominator.
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Home Ownership Rate
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey five-year data (2005-2009). Home ownership rate is
calculated by dividing the number of owner occupied housing units by the total number of occupied housing
units.
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Share of households experiencing housing cost burden
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey five-year data (2005-2009). Cost-burdened
households spend more than 30 percent of their income on mortgage and related owner costs or gross rent. The
share of households experiencing cost burden in a community is calculated by dividing the number of households
who are cost burdened by the total number of households with income (income greater than zero) and for whom
housing costs are available.
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